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TRIBUTE TO BOBBIE STERNE, A
GREAT LIVING CINCINNATIAN

HON. ROB PORTMAN
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Mrs. Bobbie Sterne, a commu-
nity leader who will be honored as a Great
Living Cincinnatian on February 4, 2000, by
the Greater Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce.
She was selected for her outstanding commu-
nity service, business and civic accomplish-
ments, awareness of the needs of others, and
achievements that have brought favorable at-
tention to the Cincinnati area.

Mrs. Sterne grew up in Moran, Ohio, and
currently resides in North Avondale. She grad-
uated from Akron City Hospital School of
Nursing and attended both the University of
Akron and the University of Cincinnati. She
and her husband, the late Dr. Eugene Sterne,
have two daughters. During World War II, she
served at the rank of first lieutenant with the
25th General Hospital Unit in Europe.

Mrs. Sterne has made a difference in the
community of Cincinnati—particularly through
her 25 years of service as an elected official.
She served on the Cincinnati City Council
from 1971 to 1985 and then from 1987 to
1998 and in 1976, she became the first
woman mayor of Cincinnati.

Mrs. Sterne has received numerous awards
and honors, including the Citizen’s committee
on Youth’s Most Valuable Citizen Award;
Council of Jewish Women Hannah G. Sol-
omon Award; Ohio Woman of the Year; In-
quirer Woman of the Year; Ohio Woman Hall
of Fame; YMCA’s Career Women of Achieve-
ment; the Salvation Army’s ‘‘Other’’ Award; the
Ohio Veteran’s Hall of Fame; the Lighthouse
Youth Services Beacon of Light Humanitarian
Award; and the Alcoholism Council Tracy
Bissell Memorial Award, among others.

Mrs. Sterne still actively serves the
commuunity on numerous boards, including
the Charter Committee; Government Relations
Committee of the Community Chest; Greater
Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky Woman
Sports Association Board; the Ohio United
Way Board; the Hamilton County Department
of Human Services Planning Committee; the
Health Foundation of Greater Cincinnati; the
Fountain Square Fund Restoration Committee;
and Chair of the Emergency Service Coalition.

Mrs. Sterne’s commitment to community
service was instilled at an early age. In her
family, one was brought up to ‘‘leave the world
a better place than you found it.’’ Mrs. Sterne
has certainly succeeded in doing so in our
community. Cincinnati is grateful for her lead-
ership, service, and commitment.
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to a great team of public servants in
San Antonio, Texas, at the San Antonio Dis-
trict Office of the Immigration and Naturaliza-

tion (INS) Service, who were the recipients of
three separate national awards for excellence
bestowed by INS this year.

Each year, the Commissioner of INS con-
fers national awards for excellence honoring
employees for their outstanding performance.

The employees of the Citizenship/Natu-
ralization Unit were honored with the Commis-
sioner’s Challenge Award for Immigration
Services for reducing the waiting times for all
citizenship/naturalization applications and for
demonstrating an overall commitment to qual-
ity.

The same unit was honored with Vice Presi-
dent GORE’s ‘‘Hammer Award’’ in June of last
year for their innovative program to reach out
to military applicants who often face transfer
overseas or a deadline to reach citizenship
before re-enlistment. Getting the waiting time
for applications down is a minor miracle. The
wait for those wishing to process documents
with the INS has been 18 months or more for
the past few years.

Port Director Ramon T. Juarez was honored
with the Commissioner’s Challenge Award for
Border Facilitation, for his outstanding efforts
in managing the Laredo Port of Entry. The
Port reduced the waiting time for applicants for
admission to 20 minutes or less.

San Antonio Investigative Assistant Jerome
Bass was honored as Employee of the Year in
the Administrative/Technological category. His
peers say Bass has an ‘‘unselfish attitude and
willingness to lend a hand.’’ His dedication to
the job brought him national attention.

These three awards are indicative of the
dedication of the 432 employees in the San
Antonio office. I ask my colleagues to join me
in commending them for providing the best in
government services.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
memory of William J. Brown, former Ohio At-
torney General, who passed away last week.
He was a man who had the ability to bring
true integrity and a human quality to politics.

Born as a natural leader, Brown perfected
the ability to get his point across in as little
time as possible and still maintain context that
was regarded as ‘‘true genius’’. He had the
natural ability to motivate those around him
with his focus and drive. Although he always
had his heart and his mind focused on his
goals, he refused to give in to the negativity of
his work and kept the working environment
free from strain and strife.

William Brown had strong feelings and was
dedicated to ‘‘Ending the Political Pollution in
Ohio’’. It was through this issue that Brown
was able to embrace the environment, soon
after the first Earth Day was held in 1970. His
career was colorful, successful and he was
known for having strong views and the ability
to back them up. Brown was a talented agent
for public service. He selflessly gave of his
time and support to many issues and was a
strong supporter of team work.

It is with a heavy heart that I ask my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in remembering
William J. Brown. His memory will truly endure
in the hearts of all that he was able to touch.
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Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
bring to the attention of my colleagues a fire-
fighting legend, Michael F. Marko, who was
honored by family and friends on January 4 as
he celebrated his retirement as assistant fire
chief for the 30th Space Wing that is located
in my congressional district.

Michael Marko faithfully served the 30th
Space Wing for 33 years. He participated in
and commanded the safe mitigation of more
than 12,800 fire emergencies during his years
of service. Michael has also been an integral
member of the Vandenberg Professional Fire-
fighters Local F–116 since 1971 and has been
instrumental in working for the rights union
members now enjoy. In honor of his many
years of service to the union, Michael was
awarded by his colleagues a lifetime member-
ship. Through his actions, he saved numerous
lives and billions of dollars in Defense Depart-
ment assets. Michael also personally super-
vised the launch of countless Delta, Titan, and
Peacekeeping rockets, enhancing America’s
national security. We have Michael Marko to
thank for ensuring a permanent American
presence in space that will continue to grow in
this new century.

Mr. Speaker, as impressive as any complete
accounting of Michael’s accomplishments
would be, it would not do justice to the long
lasting and immeasurable contributions he has
made to the 30th Space Wing. I am truly hon-
ored to represent Mr. Marko in Washington. I
send my most heartfelt appreciation on behalf
of the 30th Space Wing, the community of
Vandenberg, and the people of Santa Barbara
County for his hard work and dedicated serv-
ice. I know that Michael’s leadership will be
missed by the 30th Space Wing of Santa Bar-
bara County.
f
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Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Charles Mechem, Jr., a dear
friend and community leader who will be hon-
ored as a Great Living Cincinnatian on Feb-
ruary 4, 2000, by the Greater Cincinnati
Chamber of Commerce. He was selected for
this honor because of his outstanding busi-
ness accomplishments, awareness of the
needs of others, community service, civic ac-
complishments and contributions that have in-
creased the quality of life in Cincinnati and
Southwest Ohio.

Mr. Mechem grew up in Nelsonville, Ohio,
and currently lives in Clifton with his wife,
Marilyn. They have three children. A graduate
of Miami University and Yale Law School, Mr.
Mechem has had a most distinguished career,
bringing business and entertainment to the
Greater Cincinnati area. Mr. Mechem likes to
say he has enjoyed four careers: as a partner
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